
 

Our learning skill/work habit focus 
for the month of January is 
Independent Work. An independent 
worker does the following: 
-listens carefully to instructions 
-works well without supervision and 
follows instructions 
-remains focused on his/her work 
without distracting others 
-transitions well between activities	
 

Language Focus: 

Learning Skill/Work Habit 
Focus: 

Math Focus: 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a great Christmas holiday with 
family and friends! I am looking forward to a new year of goal 
setting and learning with your child!  
 
 
 
Our classroom is in need of Kleenex. If you are able to generously 
send in a box, that would be greatly appreciated. Thanks very much 
to those who sent one in last month. 

In language we will focus on visualization. Visualization is a reading 
comprehension strategy in which readers create mental/sensory 
images as they read, in order to help understand the text they are 
reading. We will examine several stories to practice this strategy. In 
addition, we will explore story elements as we practice the five finger 
retell after reading winter stories. The five finger retell includes the 
following components: 
 

1) Characters: Who are the people or animals in the story? 
2) Setting: Where does the story take place? 
3) Problem: What went wrong in the story? 
4) Events: What happened in the beginning, middle, and end of the 
story? (First, Then, Next, Finally) 
5) Solution: How was the problem resolved? 
 

In math we are beginning our unit on money.  
 

Grade 1 Focus: 
• Identify the name and value of the following coins: nickel, 

dime, quarter, loonie and toonie. 
• Represent money amounts to 20 cents. 
• Add/subtract money amounts to 10 cents. 
Grade 2 Focus: 
• Estimate, count and represent money amounts to $1.00. 
• Add and subtract money amounts to 100 cents. 
 

Attached to this newsletter you will find a ziploc bag of 
laminated coins to support your child’s math development at 
home. Ask your child to represent different money amounts 
(e.g. show me 15 cents, show me different ways to make 
$1.00). Give your child a collection of coins and have them 
count the value of the coins and write it down using the 
correct ¢ or $ symbol.  


