
St. Theresa School                 
12 DALEWOOD AVENUE, BRANTFORD, ONTARIO N3T 0M5                                                          

TEL: (519) 753-8953  

 
May 1, 2020 

 

Dear Families, 

I hope you are finding this ongoing communication helpful and can pull out even a small portion of 

information that you find useful in helping you to stay connected to our St. Theresa School community.  

Can you believe that we have begun the month of May?  While distance learning online education has 

had some hiccups along the way, overall, as a school community, we have come together rather quickly 

to ensure that meaningful opportunities for learning are still being provided to our children.  And kudos 

to you, our families, for supporting this journey and for continuing to do so as we move forward.  We 

are so very thankful for you and your children! 

As we head into next week, we enter a special time in our district.  Next week we will celebrate both 

Catholic Education Week (CEW) and Mental Health Week (MHW).  As such, the classroom Brightspace 

pages will be reflecting this focus for the week.  While we continually strive to highlight important facets 

of our Catholic faith and to provide supports to our students’ mental health and well-being, next week 

will serve to enhance those important messages.  The theme for this year is Igniting Hope- Staying 

Connected which is certainly fitting for our current context.  Teachers will provide students with 

opportunities to reflect on the meaning of hope and will share ways that students can stay connected.   

Each day of next week has been given a theme- 

Monday- Our Hope in Christ 

Tuesday- The Hope Within Us 

Wednesday- The Hope Among Us 

Thursday- Hope for the World 

Friday- A Future Full of Hope 

 

 

Typically, during this week, we would celebrate our Catholic Student Leadership Awards and 

showcase the remarkable Catholic student leaders that we have throughout our district.  Due to the 

current circumstances, it is not possible to host the Catholic Student Leadership Awards event on 

May 4th as planned but, it is important to highlight the exemplary Catholic leadership of this year’s 

recipient- David Gustof (grade 7).  David shares his God-given talents in all that he does.  He brings 

joy and hope to all around him as he shares his gentle, kind and optimistic spirit with all who he 

encounters each day.  Congratulations to David!  You are a true inspiration! 
 

Ways you can Participate in CEW and MHW from Home 

It is our Catholic faith that grounds us and sets us apart and we hope that you will join us in this 

worthy celebration and find ways to continue the celebration from home.  Some ways that you 

could participate are- 

 
 



o follow our school Twitter account (linked at the top of each Brightspace classroom) to 
see highlights from next week or, you can also specifically use the hashtags #bhnHope 
and #CEW2020 to see specific activities related to CEW and MHW across the district.   
 

o find activities on our board website each day, including a daily “placemat” of various 
opportunities that you could partake in.  A different placemat will be posted each day as 
they will connect specifically to each day’s theme.  You may see some of these placemat 
activities within your child’s Brighspace learning experience as well.   
 

o Listen to the song, Hope, written by our own Board Arts Consultant, Mr. Rait 
 

o Consider watching one of the following movies which share the theme of Hope- Miracle, 

Ralph Breaks the Internet, Finding Nemo, Invincible, Jack, McFarland, Ruby Bridges, 

The Rookie, Christopher Robin, The Incredible Journey, The World’s Greatest Athlete 
 

o Celebrate Mass on Wednesday, May 6, by attending a virtual live streaming with Bishop 
Dabrowski at 10am by following this link and/or on Friday, May 8, by attending a virtual 
streaming with Bishop Crosby at 11am at this link. 
 

o Participate in the Shine the Light of Hope Campaign- 
o place a “light” in your window, on your porch, or at your front door as an expression 

of unity and hope for today and for our future 
o be creative – lights can include posters, paintings in windowpanes, chalk drawings 

on sidewalks, candles made of craft supplies found at home, playdough or plasticine 
candles, candles made of Lego, etc.  

o refrain from using real flames to ensure everybody’s safety.  
o beginning May 4, 2020 through May 8, 2020, display your lights and messages of 

hope and take a photo! Send your photos to your child’s teacher or to me at 
kchartrand@bhncdsb.ca. Photos will be used to create a BHNCDSB stream of hope 
and shared on Monday, May 11, 2020. 

 

 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 

I look forward to celebrating with you next week as we ignite hope and continue to find ways to 

stay connected. 
 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. K. Chartrand 

Principal 

http://www.bhncdsb.ca/
https://www.ocsta.on.ca/ocsta/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/3-Hope-1.wav
https://www.youtube.com/user/wwwdolca
file:///C:/Users/kschira/Desktop/stpats.online.church

